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GREG LOPEZ NAMED COLORADO DISTRICT DIRECTOR

IN REGION Vi

Greg Lopez has been named the new district director
for the SBA’s Colorado District Office, which is based
in Denver. His first day as district director will be
) Monday, April 14, 2008. "Greg Lopez will be a highly
SBA’s Monthly effective district director,” said SBA Administrator
News Update Steve Preston. “When you look for a new director for
-SERVING- an SBA District Office, you look for someone who is
COLORADO the right fit for the ofﬁce,‘right for our SBA partners,
and right for the community the office serves. We have
MONTANA found that person in Greg Lopez.” Greg currently
serves as the President/CEO of a Denver non-profit or-
NORTH DAKOTA ganization known as “The Council” — RMMSDC
(Rocky Mountain Minority Supplier Development
SOUTH DAKOTA Council). The Council assists Minority Business Enter-
UTAH prises through building business relationships with corporations, government and
others. An air force veteran, Greg graduated from New Mexico State University
WYOMING with a de- gree in business. In 1988, he
worked for “We are very fortunate that Greg 2 majqr Wall Street investment firm
Newsline Eight is circulated [UEEUIEE Tobes has been selected as the financial services and products to
to our resource and lending JuIiESuEN PR ﬂ. o ﬂ” businesses and individuals. In 1992,
partners by SBA’s Region — [EIGaueH Colorado District Director,” states  glected Mayor of Parker, Colorado.
Eight Office He was the  SBA Region V111 Administrator ~ youngest sitting Mayor in the State
of Colorado Elton W. Ringsak. “Greg’s at the time. Greg was a member of

Elton W. Ringsak the Denver Giaritn with all of SBA’ Hispanic Chamber Board of Direc-
Regional Administrator tors for five Jamiliardty with all of ! years—and served as the Interim

President programs and services and bis for the Chamber for one year. Lo-
James R. Henderson pez is co- business and community background owner of GNL Concepts, LLC

Regional Advocate WllliCh SPC- make hin uniguely capable to provide flializis in I:lroj ect rélanagement con-
sulting. In . . is role as district director, Lopez
will O%Iersee the quaiy oflmdéjm/ﬂp that ﬂ%i the delivery of SBA’s financial as-
sistance, Colorado small business community entrepreneurial development, busi-
ness train- has come to expect from the SBA.  ing, and government contracting
programs throughout Colorado. "I am thrilled
to be chosen for this very important economic development position with the SBA.
This is an opportunity that I eagerly embrace with honor and enthusiasm,” said Lo-
pez. “The people of Colorado have come to expect excellent customer service and
proactive assistance from the SBA. We have a phenomenal team here in Colorado

o v with a dedicated staff and tremendous resource partners and lenders. I'm ready to
; ﬂ =m hit the ground running for this agency and the people of Colorado."

Christopher Chavez
Regional Communications
Director

Carol Helm
Regional Resource
Coordinator
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SEVERAL STATES CONSIDER REGULATORY FLEXIBILITY PROPOSALS

BY JIM HENDERSON, REGION VIII ADVOCATE

State regulatory flexibility bills are gaining favor in 2008. From east to west — Massachusetts to Hawaii — regulatory

flexibility is becoming an increasingly important concern for state leaders trying to resurrect healthy state economies. So
far this year, two governors have signed regulatory flexibility bills into law, eight states are considering regulatory flexi-

bility legislation, and a handful of gover-
Office of Advocacy started its State Regu-
2002. Since that time state legislatures
portance of regulatory flexibility. Since
tory flexibility, either through legislation or
team, the Office of Advocacy has been
continues to encourage states to adopt and
lation, namely to adopt 1) a small business
regulatory flexibility analysis, 4) periodic
legislature success came in March when
“Impact of Administrative Rules on Small
analyze the economic impact of proposed

nors are considering issuing executive orders. The
latory Flexibility Model Legislation Initiative in
across the country have come to recognize the im-
2002, 42 states have enacted some form of regula-
an executive order. Working through its regional

definition, 2) an economic impact analysis, 3) a
Utah Governor Jon Huntsman signed HB 53,

rules on small businesses and to consider ways of

minimizing a rule’s impact while still accomplishing the regulatory goal. For more information, visit Advocacy’s State
Model Legislation webpage for the latest developments: www.sba.gov/advo/laws/law_modeleg.html.

Is your business ready to contract with the Department of
Defense? Are you unsure who to talk to at the various
military installations in Colorado and Wyoming? If the
answer is yes to those two questions, then you need to
attend the upcoming “Gateway to Government Contract-
ing” event that will be held in Colorado Springs on April
22—24th. Representatives from several DOD installa-
tions in the Colorado Springs area will discuss procure-
ment opportunities for small business in the coming fiscal
year. Keynote speakers include Ronald Poussard, Direc-
tor of the Air Force’s Office of Small Business Programs,
and Tracey Pinson, Small Business Programs, Office of
the Secretary of the Army. Several procuring DOD agen-
cies will be participating in this event including the AF
Academy, Peterson AFB, US Army Corp of Engineers,
AF Space Command, F.E. Warren AFB, Veterans Ad-
ministration, Buckley AFB, SBA, the Western Area
Power Administration, and many others. This event runs
from April 22—24th, 7:00 am to 4:30 pm at the Antlers
Hilton, 4 South Cascade Ave, in Colorado Springs. The
cost is $250/person. For more information, contact Brian
Binn, President of Military Affairs at 719-575-4325 or go
to http://www.online-storefront.com/sboutreach2008.

Colorado
Lynette Newman or
Ron Solberg, 303-844-2607

Montana
Jon Donovan or Rena Carlson, 406-441-1081

North Dakota
Keith Bjornson or
Alan Haut, 701-239-5131

South Dakota
Paul Gunderson or
Chuck Hughes, 605-330-4243

Utah
Blaine Andrus or
Steve Price, 801-524-3200

Wyoming
Bob Auflick or Steve Parker, 307-261-6500

committed to increasing that number. The initiative
implement fully all five elements of the model legis-

review, and 5) judicial review. The most recent state

Businesses.” The new law requires state agencies to
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North Dakota.

South Dakota.

Montana’s Small Business Week Celebration

Small Business Week Award banquet to honor Montana’s best small businesses and advocates. This year’s event
will be held Thursday, May 1st at the Billings Hotel and Convention Center located at 1223 Mullowney Lane in Bill-
ings. The banquet will kick off with a no-host reception at 5:30 p.m., with the awards banquet beginning at 6:45 p.m.
Outstanding small business owners and advocate champions from across the state will be honored in various categories
for their achievements and contributions to Montana’s economy. The ceremony is a culmination of the statewide
awards competition that took place over the past several months. Various groups across the state nominated out-
standing entrepreneurs and small business advocate champions in a variety of categories to compete for these prestig-
ious awards. The awards banquet will be co-hosted by the SBA, the Billings Small Business Development Center and
First Interstate Bank. Awards to be presented in a number of categories including the Montana Small Business Person
of the Year; Small Business Exporter of the Year; SBA Young Entrepreneur of the Year; Financial Services Cham-
pion; Minority Small Business Champion of the Year; Small Business Journalist of the Year; Veteran Small Business
Champion of the Year; Home-based Business Champion award; Women in Business Champion of the Year; The pub-
lic is invited to attend. For more information, contact the SBA’s Rena Carlson at (406) 441-1081.




